[Radiological and clinical study of the ulna's end instability after Sauvé-Kapandji procedure].
The aim of the study was to analyse the ulnar proximal stump's behaviour after Sauvé-Kapandji procedure. The procedure was performed for post-traumatic disorders of the distal radio-ulnar joint. This is a retrospective study of 14 patients. The mean age of patients at the operation was 49 years. Most of them began immediate mobilisation into pronation and supination. After a 5 year follow-up period, the clinical examination was centred on the ulnar proximal stump. An original radiologic study was made with static and dynamic X-Ray. Seven patients indicated pain on the ulnar stump during pronosupination. A clunk on the ulnar side of the wrist was noticed by three patients and an instability of the ulnar stump was observed two times. Clinically, there were a sagittal instability in all patients and a frontal instability four times. The sagittal instability was confirmed by dynamic X-Ray on each occasion, but the frontal instability was never confirmed. Every patient had instability of the ulnar stump; however, it was well tolerated. In practice, 12 patients were satisfied or very satisfied (86%). Instability of the proximal ulnar stump remains a problem, because it occurs despite a strict technique.